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by the officials of the Sultan.    With a stroke of his
pen Selim banished the Janissaries from Servia, con-
fiscated their property, and restored peace and pros-
perity to the natives.    But the Janissaries were only
temporarily   checked.     In    conjunction    with   the
notorious brigand-chief, Pasvanoglu of Yidin, they
descended upon   Servia, and it  was  with difficulty
that Hadji Mustapha and the Serbs repulsed their
attack.    But the Porte could not reconcile itself to
the permanent  exile of men who, however unruly,
were at any rate true believers.    With strange vacil-
lation the Sultan permitted their return.    They were
not long in resuming their former malpractices, and
when Hadji Mustapha enforced the law and protected
the peaceful  inhabitants, they shut him  up in the
upper fortress of the city and put him to death.    By
way  of apology the}7 explained to the Porte that
u Hadji Mustapha had been untrue to the Turks and
a friend of the Christians."    Their four chiefs then
divided Servia between them, and the new Pasha had
to content himself with the mere shadow of power.
In vain the people complained to the Sultan.    In
vain the Sultan threatened the evil-doers with his
vengeance.    The Janissaries resolved to prevent him
from levying a force of Serbs, as Hadji Mustapha
had done, and massacred every one whom the people
regarded  as a leader.    Early in 1804 this horrible
crime was committed.  Every village in Servia flowed
\vith blood, and  those who escaped  the common
butchery fled to the impenetrable  forests of Chou-
madia, a mountainous district situated between the
streams of the Western and Lower Morava.